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Betty Kowalski isn't looking forward to the holidays. She just can't seem to find Christmas in her

heart. There's church, of course. But who can she bake for these days? And who would care

whether or not she pulled out the Christmas decorations? Her new neighbor just adds to the

problem. He's doing home improvements that don't appear to be improving much of anything.

These days when Betty looks out the window, she sees a beat-up truck, a pile of junk, lots of blue

tarps, and--horror of horrors--an old pink toilet.But when a mangy dog appears at her doorstep, the

stage is set for Betty to learn a very important lesson about what Christmas is all about. This

contemporary Christmas story is a timely yet gentle reminder that God can work miracles through

something as seemingly insignificant as a little brown dog.
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Whether you're struggling to find that perfect gift or just craving a cheery story to put you in the

mood for Christmas, this is the book for you. The star of the show is the cutest little ball of fluff you

could imagine: a would-be monster who saves the neighborhood --- and the holiday season.THE

CHRISTMAS DOG is a little Yorkshire terrier with the character of an imp who always shows up at

just at the right time. It's hard to envision how anyone could ever call him a mutt, but that's what old

Betty Kowalski thinks he is. Betty is the grandma who lives next door to Jack Jones, a young man

who has become the neighborhood nightmare. Prim and proper, Betty is usually neighborly and

friendly to everyone, but "that Jack character" has gotten her all fussed up.Ever since Jack moved



in, he's been tearing his house apart and leaving bits and pieces of it in his driveway for everyone to

look at. A pink toilet has been sitting in his backyard for weeks, but the trailer in the front yard is

worse. It's piled up with muck and junk and then covered with a blue tarp, roped down by some

clear containers with a mysterious liquid inside. Wondering what that liquid could be keeps Betty up

at nights, thinking maybe it's a toxic substance or maybe Jack is working on a meth lab. She feels

that Jack is a jerk because he works with his power tools all night long and yells at his neighbors.

And now his mangy mutt seems insistent on relieving himself right on top of Betty's favorite

dogwood.Betty seems to have become grumpy in her old age. She's a widow, alone for the

holidays; can we blame her? It makes an old woman feel a little forlorn to face the holiday season

again --- especially when her neighbors aren't so friendly.
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